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WHOEVER has recently talked
with Europeans has often
been conscious of a certain

atent depression on their part which
Is not due to disorganized Industry,
public debts, ravages of war or dread
jf revolution. Over the entire future
there seems to hang the shadow of
another world war that is possible
and even probable, and the opinion
prevails that if it should come it
would be more savage and destruc¬
tive than the recent one.

As the imagination paints the com¬
ing struggle, it will be modern in it?
fighting instruments, but prehistoric
in its practices. It will improve on

the guns, shells, gases, air craft,
«tanks and submarines, and will use

them in the spirit of the Neandertha'
man, throwing justice and humanity
to the winds wherever this will in¬
crease the chance of success. It will
be bloodier than the war that ha?
"bled the nations white," and will
add women and children unreserv¬

edly to* its victims. Cities that it
has touched will look like the vil¬
lages that stood in the track of the
Hun, and if this sounds» like the
phantom of an alarmist imagination
one has only to recall what war has

actually done, and make allowance
for its increased power and will t;>
do devils' work. The savagery that
has gone to such lengths already will
not balk at going further, if success

reejuires it, and the means of going
much further will be at hami. To
know that such a war were soon

coming might drive mankind to de¬
spair, and finding it probah'e within
a decade or two fully accounts for
much half-conscious depression.

Is such a fate really in store for
the youth and childhood of to-day?
"Does any country desire such a war

end intend to begin it? «Not if it
would have to be fought on even

ternis. That would mean practical
annihilation for the contending
armies and for civil popu'ations
«¡thin the fighting zone. In the im¬
mediate future, in any case, genera!
fighting will have to be suspended,
but how long will this immunity-
last? After the Napoleonic wars

there were a hundred years of com

parative peace, but he would \v
wildly sanguine who should look for
any such period now, and it is safe

to say that a score of years or less
may precipitate a greater Armaged¬
don. It may come at about the time
that the toddling little child of to¬
day is of full military age, or it may
come earlier and take the child's
father and his older brother.

Possible Alternatives
There are substantial grounds for

an. opinion as to the events of the
next few years, and a few of them
are self-evident: (DA warlike na¬

tion under the sting of defeat will
he eager to recover its territory and
its power. (2) If it has undertaken
to pay a crushing indemnity it will
be eager to throw off that burden
and place it on its enemies. Dollars
counted in billions, it is better to re¬

ceive than to give. (3) It can hope
to accomplish this if it can build up
a fighting league of nations. (4)
When a strong combination of this
kind has been formed success in a

war will depend on quick action. The
expert gunman has his victim at his
mercy because he can »hoot him be¬
fore the other can finish fumbling
with his gun, and so has a state that,
in its entirety, is like the gunman
while its enemies are like the tender¬
foot. If Germany in her present
mex)d is ever able to do that to her
conquerors she will Jo it, unless her
whole attitude and character change.
A distinguished Bavarian recently

wre>te that "the terms imposed on

Germany make another war certain
in the near future, and it will be far
more terrible than the recent one."
Hjhdenburg calls Germany "a giant
who has oeen thrown «lown. but not
disabled," and»says that he "has Qflly
to rise and take his revenge." Be¬
fore the peace treaty has been rati-
ned there lave been signs thai the
giant is beg nniny to make some

preparation for the rising, and it if
not alarmism but the plainest ot
common sense which declares tha'
the security of western Europe tie
¡«ends on the possession of powe;
enough to prevent it. That means »

defensive league too strong and to«

firmly united to be attacked.

As to Germany
Germany will not enter on

struggle that would obviously mea

annihilation for both of the cor

tending forces. She will try to mak
as sure of a quick victory as sh
thought she was when she attacke
Prance and Russia under the in
pression that Great Britain would t
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neutral and Italy probably on her
side. If neither army has the start
of the other.if the two rush into
the field in Napoleonic fashion.both
of them will march to destruction
about as certainly as though they
were plunging from opposite banks
into the Niagara River just% above
the Horseshoe Fall. In the minds-
of many persons there is a hazy
picture of such a fate in store for
their children, if not for themselves,
and very few who see it at all locate
its coming at any distant time, since
long waiting would weaken the will
to fight and strengthen the will to
work, trade and thrive by the arts
of peace. It is, therefore, within
the 3core of years that are directly
before us that the greatest peril
lies.

After Russia had withdrawn from
the war and America had come into
it a Japanese statesman who was in
this, country said to an America!
friend: "You will beat certainly ir
the end, for you have the greates'
.e ources; but It will not be withr
t*wo years or any small number, foi

Germany will control Russia fron
this time on." Tin* prediction w?i*

not verified as to dates, for the wa«

was finished in the two years fron
the time when it was uttered and
Germany failed then to control Rus¬
sia. What the Japanese counted on

.that Russia would soon figure
heavily on the German side, while
America would be slow in counting
«.a the Allied side.was the reverse

of what happened. Germany had not

time to grasp and use the forces of
Russia before American power de¬
cided the contest against her. But
what is the situation now? There Is
now time for Germany to do what
-he then left undone. She can

gather in vast resources, both mate¬
rial and human, from the states made
out of Russian and Balkan lands.
Economic control, political influence,
command of supplies, and, finally,
command of auxiliary troops.all
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this there is time to grasp in the
years that are hefore her. A map
of Europe'which shows the great
zone over which, by peaceful pene¬
tration, federation and quasi annex¬

ation, the power of Germany may
extend shows at a glance how in¬
significant is the domain that Ger¬
many has lost in comparison with
what she is in a way to gain. It is
on the success of this movement.
the march eastward and southward
of German power under forms of
peace.that the whole future of the
world depends. Can the Western
nations of Europe build up a power

that is equal to the one just de-
scribed? Not if this Germanizing
peration is allowed to make much
headway, and yet it must manage
to do it if the world is long secure

against German conquest.

//.in 1914
In a highly interesting work en¬

titled "How the War Came" Lord
Lorburne has shown that, if the
government of England, in July of
1914, had been able to say decidedly
"We will corne to the help of France
if you attack her," the attack would
not have been made and the war

would have been avoided; and yet
England was already committed to

France in a way that bound her in
honor to just such a course. It
was because she was estopped from

frankly saying su that the war oc¬

curred. What is needed is a peace
loving power strong enough to beal
an aggressive one, if attacked by
it, and not only able to declare it;.
purpose to do so at the proper time,
but so fully and openly committed
to this policy that any nation in¬

tending to play the bully will know
vhat it has to face.
A large group of great nations,

ready to light for the freedom «if
any member, wouid, in all probabil-
ty, never have to fight at all, while
« weak or irresolute group would
iave fighting forced upon it to its
wn destruction. Where the will

lo conquer exists the power to do
it is all that is needed to insure a

var of conquest, and tnere is small
lope for peace with freedom ii
urope, and very little for it any-
here, in a world in which Germany,
«th her present purpose, gets a

reponderating power. It is as in-

¡spensable ¡hai the order-loving
F^tes uf the world should be dom
ant as it is that the order-loving
tizeru of a single state or city
aould be so.
Do we realize under what a vast

inducement to renew the- war Ger¬
many finds herself? Colos.-ai debt,
trade restricted, colonial territory
lost, ambitions rudely thwarted, an
intolerable subjection imposed.
what if all this could be undone by

¡a quick and successful attack or

separate and unwary enemies.'
What if Germany could regain bei
territories with u vast new area

I strip rivals of colonies and put th«
war debt on them? What i1
"Deutschland" could be-come "übel
alles" instead of unter alles? Th
motive for a war that won!,! d<
all this for her is overwhelming
but how about the power? It i:
in sight, but not in possession, am
it is on the question whether i
will be in possession that the fa'«
>f the world depends. The subjee-
;tate will become master if it cai
and it will put no limit on the ef

Only a Fighting League
Can Curb Her

fort and the sacrifice that the
achievement will cost. Let us put
ourselves into the German position
outlined in the following para -raph
and mentally plan a natural course

of action.
"As Germans we must bring Aus¬

tria int.) the empire with her terri¬
tories restored. Let us bring Russia,
the Balkan» and the new border
states into our sphere of influence,
and form a league that will control
both Central and Kastern Europe.
How much then shall we have to
fear from the nations of the We t?
How much shall we gain by attack-
ing them? Can they enforce the
guarantees that the peace treat is

put upon us and stop our military
preparations? Can they prevent us

from marshaling the fighting forces
that lie to the east of us, and hold
us in our p'ace as merely a «ing'c
great state? Not unless they can

make a league stronger than the one

that we are already beginning tocre-
ate. If they can do this it ¡s pos-
sible that the peace may be la
ami in the long run, when our wrath
has ¡Subsided, we ourselves may even

wish to uphold it. Successful in
fiustry may give u.- ver. much and
may end by making u- peaceful citi
zens of the world. It will go hard,
however, with any weak Western
alliance if we can beat it before we

have learned to content our-* ves
with the peaceful conquests In a

weak league of nation«* or none what¬
ever lie-* our present hope of quicker
and cheaper gains Let us act on
the principle that Tacitus attr.bjtes
to the Germans of his day, our an-

cestors, that 'it is a disgrace t « gain
Ivy labor what can more easily b«1
gained by the sword.' "

The ¡Seed for a League
If this view nf the German atti-

'irle ami purpose is true or half
true, it means the necessity for a

very strong league of Western na
tions as the so e hope for peace v ith
freedom Does it mean, however,
'hat.i crude force will be the only
guarantee or the chief «me? An e<*-

sential guarantee it certainly id to-
lay, and it will continue to in* so
for some years to come, !«ut if there
i.- anything in the human rare thai
gives it the title to own and enj >y
this planet at all force will be very
far from furnishing the sole ba*U8 '

peace. There is something better in
-tore for the world than h neck-and*
neck rivalry of two l.-iagues, leading
to a final strung'«* between them.
The ¡mmeasurab'e blessings from ¡n

ternational union ami fnen Iship are
the largest factor in the situation.
\ community of nations has value,
moral and material, foi every'state
that is a member of it. As a single
state organization ha** ¡mmeasurab'e

jvalue for individual citizens, enab¬
ling them to enjoy "life, liberty an I

\ the pursuit of happiness," so a world

organization, imperfect a* it n

may confer a like »».easing or,

stituent nates. The very nidimen
Lary world community which I

through the last century did t

thin direction for its «everai
f-rs, and a letigue* more ¦!**

organized can do more.

It is not to be supposed th»' - - .

gr*v«t countries of Western r

will m '«onomtc wnys i-iolaî«
=.-4v«'s from the lesser state* ,.¦

from their late enemies Pai
above all military pi

«¦ ones wh< .«

state -v have o fa«
Ir, whai connection «ill il

«e best d I' .

will th<- crushing bui
v. ar ha ft '<. n ..«' ;««

|
ountry, w H con

and financ a! acceM to the
most r

The Western counti
h

tat« "t Mi-.' East. 'i.
.¦

within Russian and Ba
tone-, ati'l her con

may i>« *«l to grow ¦.

ingly, but that is an far *.« pi <

fr< m meaning that th« n< « tat«
will willingly surrender ". i

pendence «nd the advaiI
tm mbei ship in the com

munity of the world will give th-m
They will wish that any league »hat
'he«y join shall be one »hat is *

democracy «if nations rather fhan
a group »if vassal Ik«' -*

an ambitious overlord that will use

tl.em to «' own conqu« ta
i h«- sense «f freedom the *«r-

will mean kinship with 'he powen
hat stand for freedom Deep in

.h«' psychology of nations ar« i-
moral at «I material, that will
for permanent p« ac«, if onlj 'h<
otates 'hat have ev« n thl M
make themselves th« nucleus of «v

large, permanent union.

In the loop run this applies U
< lermany itself Mi n be rah |
world empire will be worth mucl
to her, and 't wouM b< strange
pessimism to suppose that her peo
pi" are so unl'ke others t!
the long run, they n ¡11 i
that influence. Th»* country ha
to-day stands for a menace
rest of t/v world will be u «valuable
member of an international i« a rui
from 'he time when in feeling,
purpose ami m economic Interest
she becomes fitted for surr«

ISenship Evolution tomi« power
fully to bring her to that r«
in which sh«, has too mu< h
ceive from the internal mal
erh od and io>» iucl
m make the life of a mora:
and bul'y attractive. !n tl
tance, indeed but in th« line of
present movement, lies *

tion of the world

I

Getting the Y. M. C. A. Back on a Peace Time Basis
"¥"¥ rEDNESDA'Y 6.000 dele-

^y^y gate» will convene in De-
troit to determine the
future policy of the

Young Men's Christian Associations
of the United States and Canada.
These delegates will represent a

constituency of more than 1,000.000
active members, and will be aug¬
mented by a large percentage of the
80,000 men and women who wore

Red Triangle uniforms during the
late and unlamentcd war.
A great American organization,

which was subjected but yesterday
to the artificial enlargement and
the terrific executive strain of world¬
wide war service, Is going to have
the spotlight turned on it from
some of the most coldly .critical
minds in the country.

k Handling, as It does, millions of
W dollars of the public's money, what

the association will adopt as its per¬
manent post-war program haa
aroused widespread interest.

A well known soldier-editor of th<
A. E. F. summed up his feelings
thus a day or two ago:
"I'm curious to know a lot ol

things that may sound small, bul
aren't.

"Is the Y. M. C. A. going to learr
a lesson frotn Its overseas work and
remove the old ban on smoking in
its buildings?

"la it wing to decide that danc¬
ing, wbid^'iidn't hurt the doughboj

noticeably or make the *Y' girl less
respected, is all right in the U. S A.?

"Is it going to cease to frown
on Sunday amusement!*?"
The head of a financial journal

of international repute had this
question to ask:

"Is the Y. M. C. A. going to do
anything specific to help toward
.ndustr.al content, especially through
the medium of Americanizing for¬
eign-born workmen and their
families?"

Other people by the thousand,
most of whom have given money
at one time or another to the asso¬

ciation, are asking questions.
Preachers are asking lots of them,
but let that pass for a moment.

The doughboy-editor Is certain to

get a fine display of oratorical fire¬
works for his answer, unless debate
:s smothered In committee. The
very queries he has put were
sent out in questionnaire form by
the Commission on the Conservationof Work Values, headed by Joseph
T. Ailing, Rochester financier, and
counting among its members Guy
Ktter Benton, William Sloane Cof¬
fin, Harry Emerson Fosdick and
Bishop Luther B. Wiison.

Besides setting forth the lessons
he war taught in regard to tobacco,
;anc:'ng and Sunday amusements,
Mr. Alling's commission is going to
-'.port on weightier matters, and
the editor who wants specific infor-
-*atior. on an economic program will
get a full reply. The demountable
hut which the Y. M. C. 'A. scattered
over the world from 1914 o 1918 andL4Tc

with the $4,600,000 we«rth of which
the War Department has just been
presented for the peace-time use of
the army is likely to appear, if sug.
gestions are followed, in factories
and mill villages; in lumber, mining

and construction camps; in subur¬
ban and rural community centers;
«ven in amusement parka and at
county fairs.

It is conceded that the wholesale
use of the motion picture, already

operating through» the "Y" Indus¬
trial Department in hundreds of
manufacturing plants throughout
the nation, will be recommended,
and that a program of education in¬
volving millions of dollars and

bringing brain training to the door
of every workman will be urged on
the delegates. The need of rural
America for social centers corre-
spomiing to city clubs will not be
forgotten, nor the ever-present call

of the growing boy for fun and
sound leadership.
A remarkable challenge to service

has been flung the association from
European arid Asiat c government;.
including France, Italy, Belgium.
Gieece, Rumania, Czecho-Sl vakia,
Armenia and Palestine. The Com¬
mission en the Occupation of the
Field, including Lewis A. Crossett,Boston sh«-e manufacturer, who is
chairman; George W. Perkins, RogerH. Williams, Dr. D H McAlpin tri i
Governor Carl E. Milliken of «Maine,
will advise regarding tire accepti nee
by the "Y" of more than a score )f
official recpaests for service South
America, too, has applied for greatl>enlarged association work.
One of the features of the Detroil

meeting will be the exhibit of 'V
¦war work beginning w th the CiviWar and extending through al
phases of a:«l ren lered the In tei
.States and the Ad.es. A large hu
has been built to house the exh.b.l
The art panels in it are said to b
unusually fine mural specimens an
the photographic files «>f severs
continei.th have been culled for wa
iisplays.
A French Legion of Honor moda

six medals of the Order of the Lr,
ish Empire, the Belg an Cross t
the Queen, six French war cros>e
two Greek Orders of the Redeem«
two Distinguished Service meda

I and a personal citation from Pe
shing fur 'dist nguiahed and e
ceptional gallantry" will be prI sented at the convention. The.-e w

¡bring the total of "Y" war work bo
Í ors to 191 decorations. 171 citatio
and 141 commeftdationa. Out1 about 13,000 secret"* >es overseas, U

were decorated «>r cited m person
American and Allied «commanders ir
rulers.

1 i.e preachers are more than fro*
;ng to have their say at the conven
tion. Many of them have
charged that the \ M C V I
tioned too little as a religious
zati >n over eas and have pu.nl
the National War Work G
wn rep« rt as « vidence. T «

E hows i hat n y 2 per <>

"Y'8" war-time expenditure *

religious supplies and «the colt >«f re
ligious meetings Ox, »he other .«.»' I«
persons who particularly stre
economic mxti »«octal j.
the "Y" h.'iv«; .aiseii the cry uf U«u
much rel'gion
To tie the oig misal n

*«> the «best re igious leadership
the country ind ut the same ' w*
keep it of geneva] service and appeal
to the lay public, a mixed co
sion of prominent divines and

men was appointed Dj W
«¡las Mackenzie, «f Hartf r i ¡I

s i man n the c.«imf>.
clu« e< F. W. Aytr, famous adver¬
tising mar.; Judge V. LaM of >«'«n
Arbor, Mich, Bishop Coadjutol
Frank Du Moulin, of Toledo; i' *h n
Thomas Nichols« n. of Chicago, an«)
Dr. Ernest M. Stive*, of New Y r«

Co'onel W. C. «Johnson,
athletic officer of the A. E F, w 1
tell tí e convent a «what mass game
accomplished for the army an«! wha'
he believes they can *c6om«pIi<*h f<M
civilians. Secretary of the Nsv;Daniels will make a general a«! d Ml
and Commander C b. Mayo wti
'peak in hie offic a] capacity as wel
fare officer of the navy. Colone
Jason Joy will represent the motel

| branch of the army.

// Rents Are High. Why Not Live in An
Army Camp?

THE war Is over; .October 1 Is
past; the furniture smash¬
ers have collected their $10
an hour and departed.

New York is again temporarily
settled down or, rather, huddled to¬
gether in its two rooms with kitchen¬
ette and bath.
Simultaneously, dozens of camps

within easy commuting distance of
the metropolis are lying idle . a

liability, when they could easily be
converted into a valuable asset. To
be more specific, consider the splen¬
did naval camp at Pelham. Dur¬
ing the emergency the Navy Depart¬
ment borrowed park property from
the City of New York "for the dura¬
tion." They spent between $5,000-,-

i 000 and $6,000,000 and erected more

than five hundred modern buildings.
If "profiteering landlords" can

afford to alter ancient brownstone
dwellings into "modern apartments,"
why cannot these excellent buildings'
be called into «enrice and relieve th£

present conditions? Existing laws
may make that impossible, but the
war has shown that it is possible to
change existing laws.

Here, within a distance consider¬
ably less than many commuters
travel daily, we have more than five
hundr"d buildings with electric
lights, steam heat, modern plumb¬
ing, good roads and cement walks.
The steam heat is obtained from a
central plant similar to ones used
in many cities, and even in a cer¬
tain lower part of Manhattan.

Various fire apparatus is distrib¬
uted throughout in addition to regu¬
lar departments.
A laundry with more than $40,-

000 worth of the most modern
equipment would surely help to
make Monday less blue.

Mess halls could easily be con¬
verted into restaurants and the
bakery, with a capacity of three
thousand loaves of bread an hour,
plus hundreds of pies, might con¬
ceivably be used to advantage.
The heated drill hall, 500 feet long

and 200 feet wide, is one of th«
largest frame structures in th«
¡world. The roof trusses span 10(

feet, making it necessary for but a

single row of columns down the cen¬
ter. This magnificent edifice would
make an ideal social center for va-
rious large gatherings, dances, ath-
letic competitions and p!aygrou: ds

Smaller community gatherings, so-

j cial events, movies and semi-private
affairs could be held in the former
Y. M. C. A., K. of C, or Jewish Wel¬
fare buildings.
The portion of this camp nearest

New York is directly on the Boston
Post Road and contains more than
two hundred buildings. One hun¬
dred and forty-four of these are

twenty-six feet wide and ninety-
nine feet long. Some of the re¬

maining sixty-odd buildings are con¬
siderably larger.

More than 1,500 carloads of ma¬

teria!, not including 80 scowloads
and truckloads too numerous to
mention, were used in the erection
of these 200 buildings. To supply
the necessary 160,000 square feet
of radiation to insure a comfortable
tempérât»!*, there are 70.000 feet
of pipe, ranging in size from one-
fourth inch to ten Huches. The
plumbing required 130^ 00 feet and

;he modern newer system is 18,000
"net in length, making a total of
over forty-two miles of pipimr.
The electricians used 186,500 feet

of wire. Thirty-five miles of it i
The quantity of lumber used would

astonish the oldest lumberman,
imagine 4,000,000 feet of sheathing
and 1,500.000 feet of novelty siding.

Seven thousand gallons of paint
improved the exterior appearance
and 4,000 gallons of varnish helped
to brighten the interior.

The roads, paths and verandas are
pa.'ed with 18.000 bags of cement,
mixed with sand and gravel accord¬
ing to "Hoyle." There are 390,000
.»quare feet of these roads and path»
.more than enough to lay an ordi¬
nary three-foot path from New Ro-
chelle to Brooklyn.

All of the above buildings required
more than a million square feet of
roofing material. And this is only
two-fifths of one of several similar
camps!

With material and labor at the
present prices and New York C.ty
admittedly five years behind in its
housing problem, is there not a par¬
tial solution in the above anawer?


